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Intercultural Competence and Motivation for Communicating in
English

Throughout history the Norwegian society has been influenced by different trends and cultural traditions.
In a time when the population is more diversified than ever before, and where the world is coming closer
together, language skills and cultural understanding are growing in importance. School shall support the
development of each person's identity, make the pupils confident in who they are, and also present
common values that are needed to participate in this diverse society and to open doors to the world and
the future.

(Kunnskapsdepartementet, 2020, The Knowledge Promotion, The Core curriculum, p 5)

Motivation as an internal process has the individual as the key element for its success. Self- motivation is
of unique importance to a human being. The first step to feel motivated is wanting to feel motivated.
Although it is true het self-motivation is the key, many situations, words and attitudes can also enchant the
learner, leading to motivation. Even self-motivated learners may need a hand to keep their motivation
high, and that is when the teacher becomes a ‘VIP' in the learning process. What a responsibility it is to

be a motivation factor for students.
(Glenda Demes da Cruz English Teaching Professional, (43), March, 2006)

Intercultural competence is emphasized in the renewal of the English subject curriculum.
Consequently, the following question arises: How can you, as an English teacher, work with
intercultural competence to enhance students’ motivation for communicating in English?

Use the quotes above as a starting point for writing a text in which you discuss working with
intercultural competence in the English classroom; how can this contribute to strengthen the
students’ motivation for communicating in English? In your discussion, use the Knowledge Promotion
and include relevant theory, literature and novels from your course to support your arguments. You
are welcome to exemplify with experiences from your own teaching practice.




