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Intercultural Competence and Motivation for Learning English

Education should be based on the view that all persons are created equal and that human dignity is
inviolable. It should confirm the belief that everyone is unique; that each can nourish his own growth
and that individual distinctions enrich and enliven our world. Education should foster equality between
the sexes and solidarity among groups and across borders. It should portray and prove knowledge as a
creative and versatile force, vigorous both for personal development and for humane social relations.

Kunnskapsdepartementet, 2013, The Knowledge Promotion, in Core Curriculum, pp. 9-10

.. motivation is a propulsive inner force, of decisive importance in the development of a human being. As
in learning in general, the act of learning languages is active, not passive. It is not about subjecting
yourself to a treatment, but about constructing an ability. It is neither the teacher who teaches, nor the
method that works; it is the student who learns. For that reason, learner motivation is a key element in
language learning.

Glenda Demes da Cruz, 2006, in English Teaching Professional

Motivation is, arguably, the key factor affecting the success of foreign language learning and, as such, is
something which it is worth taking time to reflect on. Although learner motivation can clearly be affected
by a number of internal and external factors, it appears obvious that the teacher exerts considerable
influence. As teachers, we can have a positive effect on learner motivation levels by, for example, being
motivated and enthusiastic ourselves, using interesting materials and activities, making the purpose of
tasks clear and drawing on our students’ own background and cultures.

Beth Davis, 2017, in English Teaching Professional

Intercultural competence is strongly emphasized in the present and the forthcoming English subject
curricula. Consequently, the question arises: How can we work with intercultural competence to
enhance motivation for learning English?

Use the quotes above as a starting point for writing a text in which you discuss working with
intercultural competence in the English classroom; how can this contribute to motivation for learning
English? In your discussion, use the Knowledge Promotion and include relevant theory, literature and
novels from your course to support your arguments. You are welcome to exemplify with experiences
from your own teaching practice.
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