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THE EXAM CONSISTS OF TWO SECTIONS. ANSWER BOTH PARTS.

SECTION ONE: LITERATURE - 50%

Werite an essay on ONE of the three topics below.

1.

In class we have discussed two different approaches to working with literature in the
classroom: the story grammar method and the reader response approach. Briefly
explain these two methods. Then explain how you would approach teaching an excerpt
from J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone in a seventh grade
class. Use a WHAT/WHY/HOW structure in your essay. with reference to the English
Subject Curriculum (see hand-out). (NB! You may draw in other approaches than
those mentioned here if you wish).

Give an analysis and interpretation of W. H. Auden’s poem “Musée des Beaux Arts™.
You may want to include such aspects as structure. setting. imagery and theme.

“Musée des Beaux Arts™

About suffering they were never wrong,

The Old Masters: how well they understood

Its human position; how it takes place

While someone else is eating or opening a window or just walking duly along;
How, when the aged are reverently, passionately waiting

For the miraculous birth, there always must be

Children who did not specially want it to happen, skating

On the pond at the edge of the wood:

They never forgot

That even the dreadful martyrdom must run its course
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Anyhow in a corner, some untidy spot
Where the dogs go on with their doggy life and the torturer’s horse
Scratches its innocent behind on a tree.
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In Breughel’s /carus, for instance: how everything turns away 14
Quite leisurely from the disaster: the ploughman may 15
Have heard the splash, the forsaken cry, 16
But for him it was not an important failure; the sun shone 17
As it had to on the white legs disappearing into the green 18
Water; and the expensive delicate ship that must have seen 19
Something amazing, a boy falling out of the sky, 20
Had somewhere to get to and sailed calmly on. 21



3.

After having read Jonathan Swift’s pamphlet “*A Modest Proposal™, a fellow student
exclaims: “Swift must have been a horrid, bloodthirsty man!™ Write an essay
explaining Swift’s piece. in an attempt to convince your classmate that this was not
true. What background information would you include to help the student understand
the author’s intention?

SECTION TWO: CULTURE —50%

Answer THREE of the following questions briefly, but in essay format:

1.

What is meant by the quality and the popular press? Give examples that show the
differences between the two. What recent events in the UK have focused a lot of
attention on newspapers?

Westminster is the name commonly used to refer to the UK parliament in London.
How have UK membership in the European Union (since 1973) and processes of
devolution in the 1990s and 2000s affected the position of Westminster?

Between 1979 and 1990. political and social changes were made in the UK which are
often described in terms of the “Thatcher Revolution™. Briefly describe the main
emphasis of Margaret Thatcher’s politics in her three consecutive periods as Prime
Minister.

You are teaching a class of sixth graders and are planning a unit on the regions of the
UK. Briefly describe the organization of your unit, including pupil activities. with
reference to the English Subject curriculum (see hand-out). You may want to use a
WHAT/WHY/HOW structure in your essay.

How would you create a didactic scheme for a class of seventh graders where you
introduce them to the British quality and popular press? Use a WHAT/WHY/HOW
structure in your essay, and make references to the English Subject Curriculum (see
hand-out).

Choose one of the four major regions of the UK and discuss it in relation to British
identity and nationalism.



