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A picture book is text, illustrations, total design; an item of 

manufacture and a commercial product; a social, cultural, 

historical document; and foremost, an experience for a child. 

As an art form, it hinges on the interdependence of pictures 

and words, on the simultaneous display of two facing pages, 

and on the drama of turning the page. On its own terms its 

possibilities are limitless. 

(Barbara Bader, from American Picturebooks from Noah’s Ark 

to the Beast Within, 1976)

What is a picturebook?
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Mourão, S. (2015) 



What is a 
map?
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Different maps
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What is 
identity?
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Identity is …

Etymology: 

‘idem’ = sameness, continuity, 

similarity, constancy

Difference: 

unique, changing, multiple, 

dynamic, multidimensional, 

choice/agency, self-representation, 

perception, imposition, positioning 

and negotiating 

What is identity?
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Personal 
Gender

Multilingual 
Indigenous 
Migration
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Picturebook metalanguage

Peritext

Copyright page /  dedication page

Title page

Front endpapers / back endpapers Blurb

Opening 

Front cover / back cover

Hardback / softback

Prologue illustration

Author / illustrator / picturebook creator

Award
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1. What do the front and back covers show you? Are they one whole illustration or not? How 
does this help you in picturebook read-aloud? 
2. How many people are involved in the creation of the picturebook? An author and an illustrator 
or a picturebook creator? 
3. Has the book won an award? How will you talk about this during the read-aloud? 
4. Are there any endpapers? If yes, what are they like? Are they important to the visual 
narrative? Can you refer to them during the read-aloud? When? Before or after the read-aloud 
event? 
5. Who is the picturebook dedicated to and is it suitable to reference during the read-aloud? 
6. What about the title page, how does it fit into the visual narrative, if at all? Could you refer to 
the title page during the read-aloud? 
7. Are there any additional pages / openings? Do they have any prologue or epilogue illustrations 
which you should show the children? What questions might you ask? 
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Questions to guide exploration of peritext 

(Based on ICEPro course, ICEPELL)
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Picturebook Selection Questions Guide 

(Becker, Ibrahim 

& Mourão, 

2022)



Picturebook Selection Questions Guide 
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(Becker, Ibrahim & Mourão, 2022)



Cultural/character X-ray
Cultural x-rays help students recognize their many cultural identities, develop understandings 

of culture, and raise awareness of how and why culture matters to them. (Short, 2009)

On the heart shape inside the x-ray, students place their values 

and beliefs that they hold in their hearts that may not be evident 

to others around them. Questions students can ask: What values 

have I gotten from my family? What are my beliefs? 
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On the outside, students create labels to describe the behaviour, 

appearance, and aspects of their identities that others can observe 

or easily determine (age, family, gender, language, religion, 

family composition, places they have lived). 

Examples of charater

cultural X-rays of Omar 

by student teachers
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Representation of identity: personal & translingual  
But I love green polka dots and purple stripes

speaking Spanish, English and sometimes both 

she has brown skin with hair the ‘colour of fire

peanut butter and jelly burrito

soccer-playing pirates (Ibrahim, 2020)

(Excerpt from 

Brown, 2011)



Representation of identity: personal & transcultural 
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(Ibrahim, 2022)

Ibrahim, 2022)



Exploring a multilingual identity
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(Courtney (2015) in 

Ibrahim, 2020)



Tangled translations: multilingual activities
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Reflect 
and 
review

(Ibrahim & 
Alferink, 2022) 



Reflect and Review: Head-Heart-Hands

Picturebooks as a resource for exploring language and identity, Dr. Nayr Ibrahim, Språkdagkonferanse, 25 September 2023, Oslo

ICEPELL consortium, 2022)



Picturebooks and accompanying materials 
(ICEKits) co-created during pilot course 

https://icepell.eu/



https://ellra.org/
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