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Tittel: Looking at the USA (2003) - Engelsk Vg1 ST/Vg2 YF

Kort beskrivelse:

This is a dialogue with Robert Nicholson, who was president of The American Studies Association in
Norway in 2003, focusing on American stereotypes. One of the main ideas is that American
stereotypes tend to colour the way people look at the US. Nicholson believes that Norwegians think
they know the US even though they have never visited the country themselves. Nicholson gives
examples of how American stereotypes are maintained and he looks at the way Norwegians portray
the US culture in the Norwegian media. He concludes with a short description of how Americans
view Norwegians and a closer look at one stereotype, namely, that Americans are “superficial in
their relationships”. In the end, he recommends that people try to be aware of their stereotypical
thinking as a way to really get to know the US for what it is rather than what it has been portrayed
as.

Oppgaver for refleksjon/diskusjon/samtale:

1. What does Nicholson mean by “stereotypes tend to colour the way people look at
America”?

2. Mention some of the stereotypes in the dialogue and discuss their relevance/truth within

the American culture.

How does America sustain some of these stereotypes and why are they maintained?

4. Discuss the concept of American culture with actual references to American cultural life.
In your opinion, what is American culture really like?
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Kompetansemal:

Muntlig kommunikasjon

e vurdere og bruke egnede lytte- og talestrategier tilpasset formal og situasjon

e forsta og bruke et bredt generelt ordforrad og et faglig ordforrad knyttet til eget
utdanningsprogram

e forsta hovedinnhold og detaljer i ulike typer muntlige tekster om allmenne emner og faglige
emner knyttet til eget utdanningsprogram

e uttrykke seg pa en nyansert og presis mate med god flyt og sammenheng, tilpasset formal
og situasjon

e innlede, holde i gang og avslutte samtaler og diskusjoner om allmenne emner og faglige
emner knyttet til eget utdanningsprogram

Kultur, samfunn og litteratur

e drgfte kultur og samfunnsforhold i flere engelskspraklige land




