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Languages in CH

Currently 62% German speaking, including Swiss German
23% French speaking
8% Italian speaking
0.5 % Romansch speaking

Sharp increase of non-national languages because as of 2010, it is possible to 
indicate several languages as “main languages”. => 23% in 2018
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English 5.8% Serbian/Croation 2.3%
Portuguese 3.6% Spanish 2.3%
Albanian 3.1% other 7.6%

4 national languages



Languages in CH - 2
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Challenges

• 4 national languages + => national cohesion
• Obligatory school: 

– when start teaching which language 
– what level to attain?
– Immersion programmes, language exchanges, mobility…
– Teacher competences

• Attractiveness of English 
• Heritage languages
• Adults:

– “Among persons aged 25 or over, one in five learns a second 
language. English is the most frequently learned language in 
all language regions (among all apprentices, 35% specify this 
language), far ahead of French (15%), German (13%) and 
Italian (11%).” (BFS)



Language learning at school
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Cantonal
provisions for
language
teaching
2018/2019

adapted from EDK 2019:22

(3/5)

end oblig. school:
• Listening A2.2
• Reading A2.2
• Speaking A2.2
• Writing A2.1
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Measures for fostering language
learning

• Federal priority: exchanges
– National agency Movetia www.movetia.ch

• Federal priority: supporting Italian & 
Romansch
– Cantonal measures
– Diaspora

• Heritage languages
• Early childhood intervention

Aim: 1 exchange during obligatory
school

Optional subject 3rd national 
language
Financial support for promoting Italian & 
Romansh outside traditional territory

Support for general conditions & action
plan under preparation

National strategy under preparation

http://www.movetia.ch/
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Research at the Institute of 
Multilingualism Fribourg

• Language aptitude
• Literacy development for (adult) migrants
• Language of origin & language at school
• Immersion and content-oriented language teaching
• Language exchange at obligatory school
• Language statistics
Soon to start (2021):
• Individual and societal advantages of multilingualism
• Multilingualism in a crisis situation
• Assessing speaking skills
• Building foreign language vocabulary in vocational training 

programmes

www.institute-multilingualism.ch => research

http://www.institute-multilingualism.ch/
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Ressources
• www.cedile.ch => blog

http://www.cedile.ch/


Ressources - 2
Web Guide
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Online bibliography

www.centre-multilingualism.ch
=> Documentation Centre
=> Web Portal

http://www.centre-multilingualism.ch/
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Research reports
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Diversity – exclusion
• www.delta-atled.org – a childrens’ book

http://www.delta-atled.org/
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4 Fliegen mit einer Klappe
• www.viersprachig.ch

http://www.viersprachig.ch/
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Thank you for your attention!

susanne.obermayer@unifr.ch

www.institute-multilingualism.ch
www.centre-multilingualism.ch

http://www.institute-multilingualism.ch/
http://www.centre-multilingualism.ch/

